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Hymn of Invocation:  “Thy Strong Word” LSB 578  
 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
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Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation  

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
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eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit  

 
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

and shall not be | put to shame. 

I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;* 

let the humble hear | and be glad. 

Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;* 

I will teach you the fear | of the LORD. 

The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;* 

none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

   and shall not be | put to shame. 
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Kyrie  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
  

P   Let us pray. 

P Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.  

Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of 

temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving 

peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

First Reading:  Revelation 14:6–7  

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 

to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And 

he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
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judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 

springs of water.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 3:19–28  

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 

God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith 

in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 

blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at 

the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 

works of the law.  

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia  

 
 

Holy Gospel:  John 8:31–36  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
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So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They 

answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 

How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 

to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if 

the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 

all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world 

to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day:   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   LSB 656 

Congregation sings vs. 1, 2, 4.  Choir sings vs. 3 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 

 

4 The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 

Offertory  
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Prayer of the Church 
 

The Lord's Prayer:  "Thy Will Be Done"  Adult Choir 
 

Salutation  

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus  
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Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

Closing Hymn:   “Onward, Christian Soldiers” LSB 662  

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, 

    Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle 

    See His banners go! Refrain 

 

ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

 

2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading 

    Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided, 

    All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 

    One in charity. Refrain 

 

3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 

    Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never 

    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
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We have Christ’s own promise, 

    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 

4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices 

    In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor 

    Unto Christ, the king; 

This through countless ages 

    Men and angels sing. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 
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