Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The First Sunday in Lent
March 9, 2025

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Psalm 51:1

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” LSB 418
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.

2 You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.

4 Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,

We join in heaven’s praise.
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930-2024
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203

Service of the Word

Kyrie

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them
to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we
may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to
come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm

1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an
inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first
of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God
is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD
your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And you shall go to the priest
who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that |
have come into the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.” “Then the priest
shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your
God.

*And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean
was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and
there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 8And the Egyptians treated us
harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. "Then we cried to the LORD, the God
of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. 8And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. °And he brought us
into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. °And behold,
now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.” And
you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God.
1 And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to
your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 91:1-13
'He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High*
will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty.
2] will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,*
my God, in | whom I trust.”

3For he will deliver you from the snare of the | fowler*
and from the deadly | pestilence.
“*He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find | refuge;*
his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler.
Y ou will not fear the terror | of the night,*
nor the arrow that | flies by day,
®nor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,*
nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday.



A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your | right hand,*
but it will not come | near you.
8 ou will only look | with your eyes*
and see the recompense of the | wicked.

®Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—

¥no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.

“For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
120n their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.
13y ou will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 10:8b-13

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that

we proclaim); ®because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. *°For with the heart one

believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. *For the

Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” *?For there is

no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches

on all who call on him. *For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be

saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 4:1-13
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



LJesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness ?for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. ®The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” *And Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.”” SAnd the devil took him up and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, ®and said to him, “To you I will give
all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and | give it to whom |
will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is
written,

““You shall worship the Lord your God,
and him only shall you serve.””

°And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, %for it is written,

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to guard you,’

Hand

“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.””

999

12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.
3And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an
opportune time.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -
everlasting. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

1

A mighty fortress is our God,

A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
That hath us now o’ertaken.

The old evil foe

Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Avre his dread arms in fight;

On earth is not his equal.

With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;

But for us fights the valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.

Ask ye, Who is this?

Jesus Christ it is,
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God,;

He holds the field forever.

Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none.
He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.

The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;

He’s by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.

And take they our life,

Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,
Our vict’ry has been won;

The Kingdom ours remaineth.

Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: Public domain
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Sermon

Prayer of the Church

The Litany

Litany

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.
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From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from
rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from
everlasting death:
Good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.
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In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and
in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers
of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word
and to sustain them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all
who have erred and are deceived,;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and
to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit;

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help
the weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and
strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need;

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our
magistrates and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect
and guide all who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in
bondage; and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give
and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our
prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.
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O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

O Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins.
Do not reward us according to our iniquities.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather
that we turn from our evil ways and live. Graciously spare us those punishments
which we by our sins have deserved, and grant us always to serve You in holiness
and pureness of living. Bless all the families of our congregation with this holy and
pure living, [and particularly:]. O God, You are the strength of the weak and the
consolation of all who put their trust in You, mercifully accept our prayers on behalf
of Your servants [Especially:] that by Your power their sickness may be turned to
health according to Your good and gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

9



Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks
that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a
ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust
in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

10



Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

1 Jesus, lead Thou on
Till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.

2  If the way be drear,
If the foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many_a woe
To our home we go.

11

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Distribution Hymns:
“Jesus, Lead Thou On” LSB 718

When we seek relief
From a long-felt grief,
When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring.
Show us that bright shore
Where we weep no more.

Jesus, lead Thou on
Till our rest is won.
Heav’nly leader, still direct us,
Still support, console, protect us,
Till we safely stand
In our fatherland.

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-97, alt.
Text: Public domain



“Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken”

1

Christ, the Lord of hosts, unshaken
By the devil’s seething rage,

Thwarts the plan of Satan’s minions;
Wins the strife from age to age;

Conquers sin and death forever;
Slams them in their steely cage.

Michael fought the heav’nly battle,
Godly angels by his side;

Warred against the ancient serpent,
Foiled the beast, so full of pride,
Cast him earthbound with his angels;

Now he prowls, unsatisfied.

Long on earth the battle rages,
Since the serpent’s first deceit;
Twisted God’s command to Adam,
Made forbidden fruit look sweet.
Then the curse of God was spoken:
“You’ll lie crushed beneath His feet!”

“Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread”

1

Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,
May | in grace possess You.

Let me with holy food be fed,
In hunger I address You.

Prepare me well for You, O Lord,

And, humbly by my prayer implored,
Give me Your grace and mercy.

To pastures green, Lord, safely guide,

To restful waters lead me;

Your table well for me provide,

Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone | seek,

To share Your cup of healing.

3

LSB 521
Jesus came, this word fulfilling,
Trampled Satan, death defied:;
Bore the brunt of our temptation,
On the wretched tree He died.
Yet to life was raised victorious;
By His life our life supplied.

Swift as lightning falls the tyrant

From his heav’nly perch on high,
As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry

Floods the earth and fills the sky.
Wounded by a wound eternal

Now his judgment has drawn nigh!

Jesus, send Your angel legions

When the foe would us enslave.
Hold us fast when sin assaults us;

Come, then, Lord, Your people save.
Overthrow at last the dragon;

Send him to his fiery grave.

Text: Peter M. Prange, 1972 Text: © Peter M. Prange. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

LSB 625

O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight,

For full and free remission
I come with prayer before Your sight

In sorrow and contrition.
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me
That | receive You worthily,

Assured of Your full pardon.

I do not merit favor, Lord,
My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord,
O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously,
O Christ, my Lord of mercy!

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74,
alt. Text: Public domain
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 211

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: “O Christ, You Walked the Road”
1 O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r
And fought our ancient foe.

2 No bread of earth alone
Can fill our hung’ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,
The food Your grace imparts.

3 No blinding sign we ask,
No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone
In Your unswerving love.

4 When lures of easy gain
With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;
Our wills with Yours align.

5 O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation’s hour

To fight our ancient foe.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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