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Opening Hymn:  “Not All the Blood of Beasts” LSB 431 
1 Not all the blood of beasts 

    On Jewish altars slain 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 

    Or wash away the stain. 

 

2 But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 

    Takes all our sins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name 

    And richer blood than they. 

 

3 My faith would lay its hand 

    On that dear head of Thine, 

While as a penitent I stand, 

    And there confess my sin. 

 

4 My soul looks back to see 

    The burden Thou didst bear 

When hanging on the cursèd tree; 

    I know my guilt was there. 

 

5 Believing, we rejoice 

    To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 

    And sing His bleeding love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
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L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 
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Readings From Holy Scripture 
 

Reading Matthew 11:25–30 
L A reading from Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 

have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 

children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed 

over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to 

me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Luke 2:41–52 
 41Now [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast 

was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents 

did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but 

then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when 

they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days 

they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to 

him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for 

you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 

not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying 

that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 

submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
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Anthem:  “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” Handbell Choir 
 

Responsory 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 

ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Catechetical Instruction 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “These Are the Holy Ten Commands” LSB 581 
 sts. 1, 4–5, 11–12 

1 These are the holy Ten Commands 

God gave to us by Moses’ hands 

When high on Sinai’s mount he stood, 

Receiving them for our good. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

4 “You shall observe the worship day 

That peace may fill your home, and pray, 

And put aside the work you do, 

So that God may work in you.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

5 “You are to honor and obey 

Your father, mother, ev’ry day, 

Serve them each way that comes to hand; 

You’ll then live long in the land.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

11 You have this Law to see therein 

That you have not been free from sin 

But also that you clearly see 

How pure toward God life should be. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

12 Our works cannot salvation gain; 

They merit only endless pain. 

Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee, 

Who pleads for us endlessly. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 1): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959; (st. 12): tr. Christian Worship, 1993, alt.; (sts. 4–5, 11): tr. F. 
Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.  Text (st. 1): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 11): © 1980 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002  Text (st. 12): Public domain 

 

Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

 

Collect of the Day 
L Gracious Father, Your Son grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and 

all people. Bless, guide, and govern the children and young people of Your Church 

by Your Holy Spirit, that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of Your 

Word. Grant that they may serve You well and usefully, developing their talents not 

for their own sakes but to Your glory and for the welfare of their neighbor. Protect 

and defend them from all danger and harm, giving Your holy angels charge over 

them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 

the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 

my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  “Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow” LSB 880 
1 Now rest beneath night’s shadow 

The woodland, field, and meadow; 

    The world in slumber lies. 

But you, my heart, awaking 

And prayer and music making, 

    Let praise to your Creator rise. 

 

2 The radiant sun has vanished, 

Its golden rays are banished 

    From dark’ning skies of night; 

But Christ, the Sun of gladness, 

Dispelling all our sadness, 

    Shines down on us in warmest light. 

 

3 Now all the heav’nly splendor 

Breaks forth in starlight tender 

    From myriad worlds unknown; 

And we, this marvel seeing, 

Forget our selfish being 

    For joy of beauty not our own. 
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4 Lord Jesus, since You love me, 

Now spread Your wings above me 

    And shield me from alarm. 

Though Satan would devour me, 

Let angel guards sing o’er me: 

    This child of God shall meet no harm. 

 

5 My loved ones, rest securely, 

For God this night will surely 

    From peril guard your heads. 

Sweet slumbers may He send you 

And bid His hosts attend you 

    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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