Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Christmas Program
December 22, 2024

Call to Worship: Venite Andrew Bittner

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” LSB 348
1 The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.

2 Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn
When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death
Despite the rage of foes.

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.

5  The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings!

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt. Text: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ.
May His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.



The Message Presented by the Children

Little Lambs:” In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.”
John 1:1

Grades 1-2:” He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the

light of men.”
John 1:2-4

Children: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World!
The light no darkness can overcome!

The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came Sunday School Children

Luke 1:26-27, 30-33: Tobin Gangi
“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin’s name was Mary. . . . And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Grades 3-4:” The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. The
true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.”

John 1:5, 9-10

Children: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World!
The light no darkness can overcome!

Anthem: “Once in Royal David’s City” Introductory Choir



Luke 2:1-7 Madison Chapman
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because
he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”

5-6 grade: “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God. «

John 1:11-13

Children: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World!
The light no darkness can overcome!

Anthem: “Angels From the Realms of Glory” Vocal Choir

Luke 2:8-12 Jasper Leiferman
“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
a manger.”

Luke 2:13-15 Charlotte Doering
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He
is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.”

Anthem: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Introductory Bells



John 1:14, 16-17 Board of Elders

Hymn:

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. For from his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.”

Elders: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World!
The light no darkness can overcome!

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LSB 393
(Congregation)

Infant holy, Infant lowly,

For His bed a cattle shall;

Oxen lowing, Little knowing

Christ the child is Lord of all.

Swiftly winging, Angels singing,

Bells are ringing, Tidings bringing:

Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping

Vigil till the morning new

Saw the glory, Heard the story,

Tidings of a Gospel true.

Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow,

Praises voicing, Greet the morrow:

Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Luke 2:16-21 John Bittner

Song:

“And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. And
at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.”

“Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn” Sunday School Children

Children: Jesus Christ is the Light of the World!
The light no darkness can overcome!
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Hymn of the Day: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367, sts. ref, 4-5
ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

4 Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain

A 5 All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising

To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain

Text (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.; (sts. ref, 4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -
everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Offertory LSB 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
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And al - so with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161

o) | P—

e
—o e — — j ‘[ |
[ y |4 ' ! [
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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Distribution Hymns:

Anthem: “Of The Father’s Love Begotten”

“0O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

1

ref

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,

Free them from Satan’s tyranny

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Bell Choir

LSB 357



6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KoIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” LSB 384
1  Of'the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.

2  Oh, that birth forever blesséd,
When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer,
First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.

3 This is He whom seers in old time
Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets
Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long-expected,;
Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.
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4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him;
Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him
And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.

/\ 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory

Evermore and evermore. Amen.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348-c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker,
1821-77 Text: Public domain

“0 Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2  For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3 Howssilently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming;
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But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93 Text: Public domain

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” LSB 386
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 3 Now through His Son doth shine
Now raise to heav’n our voice; The Father’s grace divine.
He from whom joy streameth Death was reigning o’er us
Poor in a manger lies; Through sin and vanity
Not so brightly beameth Till He opened for us
The sun in yonder skies. A bright eternity.
Thou my Savior art! May we praise Him there!
Thou my Savior art! May we praise Him there!
2  Come from on high to me; 4 Oh, where shall joy be found?
I cannot rise to Thee. Where but on heav’nly ground?
Cheer my wearied spirit, Where the angels singing
O pure and holy Child; With all His saints unite,
Through Thy grace and merit, Sweetest praises bringing
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, In heav’nly joy and light.
Draw me unto Thee! Oh, that we were there!
Draw me unto Thee! Oh, that we were there!
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell,
1806-74, alt. Text: Public domain
Postlude: “O Holy Night” Andrew Bittner
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