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At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.  
 

Monthly Memory Verse:  
The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness has not overcome it.  
John 1:5 

 
Opening Hymn:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Service of Light 
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Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people 

Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our 

darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and 

a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 

and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 

Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing 

Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may 

glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 
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7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; 

(sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Psalm 9 

L A reading from Psalm, chapter 9. 

  
1I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart;* 

 I will recount all of your won- | derful deeds. 
2I will be glad and ex- | ult in you;* 

 I will sing praise to your name, | O Most High. 
3When my enemies | turn back,* 

 they stumble and perish before your | presence. 
4For you have maintained my | just cause;* 

 you have sat on the throne, giving righteous | judgment. 
5You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked | perish;* 

 you have blotted out their name forever and | ever. 
6The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; 

 their cities you | rooted out;* 

 the very memory of them has | perished. 
7But the LORD sits enthroned for- | ever;* 

 he has established his throne for | justice, 
8and he judges the world with | righteousness;* 

 he judges the peoples with up- | rightness. 
9The LORD is a stronghold for | the oppressed,* 

 a stronghold in times of | trouble. 
10And those who know your name put their | trust in you,* 

 for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who | seek you. 
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11Sing praises to the LORD, who sits enthroned in | Zion!* 

 Tell among the peoples | his deeds! 
12For he who avenges blood is mind- | ful of them;* 

 he does not forget the cry of the af- | flicted. 
13Be gracious to me, | O LORD!* 

 See my affliction from those who hate me, 

 O you who lift me up from the | gates of death, 
14that I may recount all your | praises,* 

 that in the gates of the daughter of Zion 

 I may rejoice in your sal- | vation. 
15The nations have sunk in the pit | that they made;* 

 in the net that they hid, their own foot | has been caught. 
16The LORD has made himself known; he has executed | judgment;* 

 the wicked are snared in the work of | their own hands. 
17The wicked shall return | to Sheol,* 

 all the nations that for- | get God. 
18For the needy shall not always be for- | gotten,* 

 and the hope of the poor shall not perish for- | ever. 
19Arise, O LORD! Let not | man prevail;* 

 let the nations be judged be- | fore you! 
20Put them in fear, | O LORD!* 

 Let the nations know that they | are but men! 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Hebrews 2:14–18 

L A reading from Hebrews, chapter 2. 
  
 14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of 

death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, 

but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his 

brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 

priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For 

because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” Vocal Choir 
 
Reading John 5:19–29 

L A reading from John, chapter 5. 
  
 19So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father 

does, that the Son does likewise. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all 

that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that 

you may marvel. 21For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also 

the Son gives life to whom he will. 22The Father judges no one, but has given all 

judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. 

Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24Truly, 

truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

 25“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead 

will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26For as the 

Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
27And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 

Man. 28Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 

will hear his voice 29and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection 

of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon 

 

Canticle 
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Magnificat LSB 248 
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Prayer 
 

Litany LSB 249 

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that 

the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for 

all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 

strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 

every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await 

from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 

our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 

defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 252 
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Closing Hymn:  “Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow” LSB 880 

1 Now rest beneath night’s shadow 

The woodland, field, and meadow; 

    The world in slumber lies. 

But you, my heart, awaking 

And prayer and music making, 

    Let praise to your Creator rise. 
 

2 The radiant sun has vanished, 

Its golden rays are banished 

    From dark’ning skies of night; 

But Christ, the Sun of gladness, 

Dispelling all our sadness, 

    Shines down on us in warmest light. 
 

3 Now all the heav’nly splendor 

Breaks forth in starlight tender 

    From myriad worlds unknown; 

And we, this marvel seeing, 

Forget our selfish being 

    For joy of beauty not our own. 
 

4 Lord Jesus, since You love me, 

Now spread Your wings above me 

    And shield me from alarm. 

Though Satan would devour me, 

Let angel guards sing o’er me: 

    This child of God shall meet no harm. 
 

5 My loved ones, rest securely, 

For God this night will surely 

    From peril guard your heads. 

Sweet slumbers may He send you 

And bid His hosts attend you 

    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Text: Public domain 
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