Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, MN 56001

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 21, 2024

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. — 1 Corinthians 15:20

Weekly Discussion Question:
How does Christ’s resurrection impact your view of God’s promises?

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” LSB 666
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow’r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints
Lasts but a little hour.

2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3 Astrue as God’s own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
God is with us and we with God—
Our vict’ry cannot fail.




Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;

Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!

So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise

A mighty chorus to Thy praise
Forevermore. Amen.

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

()

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P} Letus pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of
our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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First Reading

Acts 4:1-12

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. *And they arrested them and put
them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. “But many of those who
had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

°0n the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem,
bwith Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of
the high-priestly family. “And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By
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what power or by what name did you do this?” ¥Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed,
et it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this
man is standing before you well. 1 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders, which has become the cornerstone. *?And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 23
The LoRrD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle 1 John 3:16-24
1By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers. Y’But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? *8Little children, let
us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
9By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 2*for
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.
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21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; ??and
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. Z2And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2*Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us,
by the Spirit whom he has given us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “Peace Like a River” Handbell Choir
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel John 10:11-18
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Y Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. ?He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. $3He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. **I am the
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, *just as the Father knows me and
| know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. *And | have other sheep that are
not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be
one flock, one shepherd. Y’For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my
life that I may take it up again. *No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again. This
charge | have received from my Father.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed

Hymn of the Day: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

1

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -}«

everlasting. Amen.

The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if | am His
And He is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth

And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
But yet in love He sought me

And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,

Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Text: Public domain
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Sermon

Offertory
> n : —— f i I i
\J [ ¥ et i [ [
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God,
— f — T
L[ | 1
Y] [ [ [ [
new a right spir-it with - in me.
| | | |
' 52 | %  —— i ——
J
way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly
0 | .
A% T T T T —
[ 4 (ﬂ D I | | | | | | | [ [
o o o o

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

(P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.  Bless-ed is He,

bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.



Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Pax Domini LSB 197
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world,
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the

—
sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace.

Distribution Hymns:
“In Christ There Is No East or West”

1

In Christ there is no east or west,
In Him no south or north,

But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.

With God there is no tribe or race;
In Him we all are one.

He loves us as His children through
Our faith in His dear Son.

So, brothers, sisters, praise His name
Who died to set us free

From sin, division, hate, and shame,
From spite and enmity!

Join hands, disciples of the faith,
Whate’er your race may be;

Who serves my Father as His child
Is surely kin to me.

In Christ now meet both east and west;

In Him meet south and north.
All Christian souls are one in Him
Throughout the whole wide earth.

men.

LSB 653

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942-96
Text (sts. 1, 4-5): Public domain Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope

Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

1

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May | still Thy goodness prove.

Here | raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And | hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’'m constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.
Text: Public domain
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“Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me”

1

Jesus, Thy boundless love to me
No thought can reach, no tongue declare;
Unite my thankful heart to Thee,
And reign without a rival there!
Thine wholly, Thine alone | am;
Be Thou alone my constant flame.

O grant that nothing in my soul
May dwell, but Thy pure love alone;
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole,
My joy, my treasure, and my crown!
All coldness from my heart remove;
My ev’ry act, word, thought be love.

This love unwearied | pursue
And dauntlessly to Thee aspire.
Oh, may Thy love my hope renew,
Burn in my soul like heav’nly fire!
And day and night, be all my care
To guard this sacred treasure there.

In suff’ring be Thy love my peace,
In weakness be Thy love my pow’r;
And when the storms of life shall cease,
O Jesus, in that final hour,
Be Thou my rod and staff and guide,
And draw me safely to Thy side!

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Thanks be to God.
Easter Acclamation
(P] Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
LSB 202

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

1

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God,
Who from His altar call;
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
And crown Him Lord of all.
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
And crown Him Lord of all.

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,

Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown Him Lord of all.

Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown Him Lord of all.

Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line,
Whom David Lord did call,

The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.

The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.
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Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,

Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball

To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!

We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

We’ll join the everlasting song

And crown Him Lord of all.
Text (sts. 1-5): Edward Perronet, 1726-92, alt.; (sts.
6-7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Text: Public domain
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