Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 10, 2024

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

Weekly Discussion Question:
What things are most important to you?

For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?
-Mark 8:36

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “O Love, How Deep”
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O love, how deep, how broad, how
high,

Beyond all thought and fantasy,

That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!

He sent no angel to our race,

Of higher or of lower place,

But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

For us He prayed; for us He taught;
For us His daily works He wrought,

LSB 544
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.

For us by wickedness betrayed,

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

For us He rose from death again;

For us He went on high to reign;

For us He sent His Spirit here

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

/A 7 Allglory to our Lord and God

For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin
Webb, 1819-85, alt.

Text: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the ~= Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

o
wT

|

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P] The Lord be with you.

—
And al - so with you.



(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm

“From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. *And the people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” Then the LORD
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of
Israel died. "And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have
spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 2And the LORD said to Moses, “Make
a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall
live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone,
he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-9

10h give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever!
2|_et the redeemed of the LORD say so,

whom he has redeemed from trouble
%and gathered in from the lands,

from the east and from the west,

from the north and from the south.

4Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;
*hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.



6Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
"He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.
8_et them thank the LoORD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!
°For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Ephesians 2:1-10
LAnd you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children

of wrath, like the rest of mankind. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us, *even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— ®and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, “so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, °not a result of works, so that no one may boast. °For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “O Sacred Head” Brass

Verse of the Day John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.



Holy Gospel John 3:14-21
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

4 Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, *°that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

8«For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. *’For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than
the light because their deeds were evil. 2°For everyone who does wicked things hates the
light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 2*But whoever does
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been
carried out in God.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Hymn of the Day: “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB 571
1 God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

6



A6

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

If you are sick, if death is near,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Text: Public domain

Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I+ of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church



Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160

>':>

[ |
| b |

|

‘\_/
(P The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.
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(P} Lift up your hearts.




Sanctus
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom

The Words of Our Lord

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until

He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Distribution Hymns:
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LSB 702
1 My faith looks up to Thee, 3 While life’s dark maze I tread
Thou Lamb of Calvary, And griefs around me spread,
Savior divine. Be Thou my guide;
Now hear me while | pray; Bid darkness turn to day,
Take all my guilt away; Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
O let me from this day Nor let me ever stray
Be wholly Thine! From Thee aside.
2 May Thy rich grace impart 4 When ends life’s transient dream,
Strength to my fainting heart; When death’s cold, sullen stream
My zeal inspire! Shall o’er me roll,
As Thou hast died for me, Blest Savior, then, in love,
Oh, may my love to Thee Fear and distrust remove;
Pure, warm, and changeless be, O bear me safe above,
A living fire! A ransomed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-87 Text: Public domain

“Lift High the Cross” LSB 837, sts. ref-6

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
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2  Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain

5 Letev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6  So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

“There Is a Redeemer” LSB 971

1 There is a Redeemer— 2 Jesus, my Redeemer,

Jesus, God’s own Son;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Holy One. Refrain

Name above all names;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Hope for sinners slain. Refrain

ref Thank You, O my Father, 3 When I stand in glory,
For giving us Your Son, I will see His face;
And leaving Your Spirit There I’ll serve my King forever
Till the work on earth is done. In that holy place. Refrain
Text: Melody Green, 1946, alt. Text: © 1982 Birdwing Music,
admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003002
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
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A -  men.
Closing Hymn: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” LSB 743
1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 2 InThine arms I rest me;
Fount of purest pleasure, Foes who would molest me
Truest friend to me, Cannot reach me here.
Ah, how long in anguish Though the earth be shaking,
Shall my spirit languish, Ev’ry heart be quaking,
Yearning, Lord, for Thee? Jesus calms my fear.
Thou art mine, Lightnings flash
O Lamb divine! And thunders crash;
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; Yet, though sin and hell assail me,
Naught I ask beside Thee. Jesus will not fail me.
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3  Satan, | defy thee;
Death, | now decry thee;
Fear, | bid thee cease.

World, thou shalt not harm me

Nor thy threats alarm me
While | sing of peace.
God’s great pow’r
Guards ev’ry hour;

Earth and all its depths adore Him,

Silent bow before Him.

4 Hence, all earthly treasure!
Jesus is my pleasure,

Jesus is my choice.
Hence, all empty glory!
Naught to me thy story

Told with tempting voice.

Pain or loss,
Or shame or cross,

Shall not from my Savior move me

Since He deigns to love me.
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Evil world, | leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
| here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth,

1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain
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