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The First Sunday in Lent 

February 18, 2024 
 

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.  
 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
 

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also  
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. – 1 Peter 4:13   

 

Weekly Discussion Question:  
Sharing in someone’s suffering doesn’t typically cause us to rejoice.  

How can it be different with Christ? 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn:  “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB 707 
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

    To keep His statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

    To know and do His will! 

 

2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

    And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

    But keep my conscience clear. 

 

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

    A stricter watch to keep; 

And should I e’er forget Thy way, 

    Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 

4 Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

    ’Tis a delightful road— 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 

    Offend against my God. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them 

to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we 

may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to 

come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
  

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 

am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 

shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two 

of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering 

and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, 

“Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again 

to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 

And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And 

Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He 

said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So 

they went both of them together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 

and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 

wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But 

the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 

said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 

now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 

from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 

ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it 

up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, 

“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 

provided.” 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, 

“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 

offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
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offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 25 
1To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

11For your name’s sake, O LORD, 

 pardon my guilt, for it is great. 
12Who is the man who fears the LORD? 

 Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 
13His soul shall abide in well-being, 

 and his offspring shall inherit the land. 
14The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, 

 and he makes known to them his covenant. 
15My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

 for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
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16Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

 for I am lonely and afflicted. 
17The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 

 bring me out of my distresses. 
18Consider my affliction and my trouble, 

 and forgive all my sins. 
19Consider how many are my foes, 

 and with what violent hatred they hate me. 
20Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! 

 Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 
21May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

 for I wait for you. 
22Redeem Israel, O God, 

 out of all his troubles. 

 

Gloria Patri 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle James 1:12–18 
 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 

will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no 

one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 

with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured 

and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and 

sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 

should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  “God Be With You” Handbell Choir 
 

Verse of the Day Ephesians 6:11 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 

devil. 
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Holy Gospel Mark 1:9–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the 

angels were ministering to him. 

 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe in the gospel.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 
Hymn of the Day:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 656 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever.

 

 

  



3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 

 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for 

many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymns: 
 
“Lord of All Good” LSB 786 

1 Lord of all good, our gifts we bring You now; 

    Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill. 

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 

    That our whole life is offered to Your will. 

 

2 We give our minds to understand Your ways; 

    Hands, eyes, and voice to serve Your great design; 

Hearts with the flame of Your own love ablaze— 

    Thus for Your glory all our pow’rs combine. 

 

D  3 Father, whose bounty all creation shows; 

    Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live; 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows: 

    To You with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 
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“The Lamb” LSB 547 
1 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

    Faith sees, believes 

God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain 

 

ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

2 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

One perfect final offering. 

    The Lamb, the Lamb, 

Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 

 

3 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 

    So still, His will 

On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain 

 

4 He sighs, He dies, 

He takes my sin and wretchedness. 

    He lives, forgives, 

He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 

 

5 He rose, He rose, 

My heart with thanks now overflows. 

    His song prolong 

Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain 
Text: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953 

Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 



14 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 

Text: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

Closing Hymn:  “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken” LSB 521 
1 Christ, the Lord of hosts, unshaken 

    By the devil’s seething rage, 

Thwarts the plan of Satan’s minions; 

    Wins the strife from age to age; 

Conquers sin and death forever; 

    Slams them in their steely cage. 

 

2 Michael fought the heav’nly battle, 

    Godly angels by his side; 

Warred against the ancient serpent, 

    Foiled the beast, so full of pride, 

Cast him earthbound with his angels; 

    Now he prowls, unsatisfied. 

 

3 Long on earth the battle rages, 

    Since the serpent’s first deceit; 

Twisted God’s command to Adam, 

    Made forbidden fruit look sweet. 

Then the curse of God was spoken: 

    “You’ll lie crushed beneath His feet!” 
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4 Jesus came, this word fulfilling, 

    Trampled Satan, death defied; 

Bore the brunt of our temptation, 

    On the wretched tree He died. 

Yet to life was raised victorious; 

    By His life our life supplied. 

 

5 Swift as lightning falls the tyrant 

    From his heav’nly perch on high, 

As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry 

    Floods the earth and fills the sky. 

Wounded by a wound eternal 

    Now his judgment has drawn nigh! 

 

6 Jesus, send Your angel legions 

    When the foe would us enslave. 

Hold us fast when sin assaults us; 

    Come, then, Lord, Your people save. 

Overthrow at last the dragon; 

    Send him to his fiery grave. 
Text: Peter M. Prange, 1972 

Text: © Peter M. Prange. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 
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