Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The First Sunday after Christmas
December 31, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Weekly Discussion Question:
In Jesus we can know God more fully. What have you learned this year?

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “Joy to the World” LSB 387
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground,;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.




He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Text: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

Service of the Word

Kyrie

LSB 186

Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis
LSB 187
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

O | .
A - men.
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3

101 will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
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For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
$You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Praise the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
“He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered:;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.
°He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
®He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
"The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;
8they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
°®He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!
©The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
5

Psalm 111
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Epistle Galatians 4:4-7
“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 'So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then
an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-Ilu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 3(as it is written in the
Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) ?*and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 22And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2’And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, #he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said,
2%“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word,;
%for my eyes have seen your salvation
3lthat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
%23 light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

$And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3*And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and



rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed **(and a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

% And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a
virgin, *’and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. *And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

$And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -}«
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “Let All Together Praise Our God” LSB 389
Let all together praise our God
Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

3 Within an earthborn form He hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.
2  He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

4 He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.



5 Heisaservant, | alord: To God our praises rise,

How great a mystery! To God our praises rise.
How strong the tender Christ Child’s ) ]
love! /A 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
No truer friend than He, Lord Jesus, we adore _
No truer friend than He. And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
6 Heisthe key and He the door We praise You evermore.
To blesséd paradise; Janzow, 19152001 (4. 2): tr August Crul, 16451923, alt
The angel bars the way no more. permission: LB Hymn License no. 110003002 oY
Text (st. 2): Public domain
Sermon
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament



Preface LSB 194
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know
and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,

0 |
[ 1 [ I [T | [ I
e e e e
LNV I [ 1 * | I [ | [ L] 1 I ]
' I I T— I

PY) [ [ [ I
ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,




|
[ ———
I I
I I

ANV
P, T — | | 1 ‘ T T

bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Pax Domini LSB 197
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Distribution Hymns:

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367
1 Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain

ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

2  Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain

4  Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain

A5  All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising

To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Text: Public domain
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“Once He Came in Blessing” LSB 333
1  Once He came in blessing,
All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly,
Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us;
Hope and freedom gave us.

2 Now He gently leads us;
With Himself He feeds us
Precious food from heaven,
Pledge of peace here given,
Manna that will nourish
Souls that they may flourish.

3 Soon will come that hour
When with mighty power
Christ will come in splendor
And will judgment render,
With the faithful sharing
Joy beyond comparing.

4  Come, then, O Lord Jesus,
From our sins release us.
Keep our hearts believing,
That we, grace receiving,
Ever may confess You

Till in heav’n we bless You.
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service
Book, 2006 Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924
1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing,
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us,
Trav’ling through this wilderness.
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2  Thanks we give and adoration
For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To Your truth may we be found.

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever

Reign with You in endless day.

Text (sts. 1-2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Thanksgiving

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.

LSB 200

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(P] The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus
Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hymn: “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374

1  Gentle Mary laid her child 3 Gentle Mary laid her child

Lowly in a manger; Lowly in a manger;

There He lay, the Undefiled, He is still the Undefiled
To the world a stranger. But no more a stranger.

Such a babe in such a place, Son of God of humble birth,
Can He be the Savior? Beautiful the story;

Ask the saved of all the race Praise His name in all the earth;
Who have found His favor. Hail the King of glory!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Text: Public domain

2 Angels sang about His birth,

Wise Men sought and found Him;

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth
Glory all around Him.

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight,
Heard the angels singing;

All the plains were lit that night,
All the hills were ringing.
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