
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota 

 

The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 5, 2023 

 

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.  
 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Psalm 107:1 

 

Weekly Discussion Question: 
 

Psalm 107 talks about God’s deliverance.  
What things has God done for you that you could give thanks?  

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn:  “Praise the Almighty” LSB 797 
1 Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore 

Him! 

    Yes, I will laud Him until death; 

With songs and anthems I come before 

Him 

    As long as He allows me breath. 

From Him my life and all things came; 

Bless, O my soul, His holy name. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2 Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; 

    Earthborn they are and soon decay. 

Vain are their counsels at life’s last 

portal, 

    When the dark grave engulfs its prey. 

Since mortals can no help afford, 

Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever 

    Whose help is from the Lord Most 

High, 

Whom from salvation can nothing sever, 

    And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. 

To all who trust in Him, our Lord 

Will aid and counsel now afford. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4 Penitent sinners, for mercy crying, 

    Pardon and peace from Him obtain; 

Ever the wants of the poor supplying, 

    Their faithful God He will remain. 

He helps His children in distress, 

The widows and the fatherless. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

D  5 Praise, all you people, the name so holy 

    Of Him who does such wondrous 

things! 

All that has being, to praise Him solely, 

    With happy heart its amen sings. 

Children of God, with angel host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723; tr. Alfred 

E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt. 

Text: Public domain 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 

Merciful and gracious Lord, You cause Your Word to be proclaimed in every 

generation. Stir up our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may receive 

this proclamation with humility and finally be exalted at the coming of Your Son, 

our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

 
  

 
Old Testament Reading Micah 3:5–12 

5Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets 

 who lead my people astray, 

who cry “Peace” 

 when they have something to eat, 

but declare war against him 

 who puts nothing into their mouths. 
6Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, 

 and darkness to you, without divination. 

The sun shall go down on the prophets, 

 and the day shall be black over them; 
7the seers shall be disgraced, 

 and the diviners put to shame; 

they shall all cover their lips, 

 for there is no answer from God. 
8But as for me, I am filled with power, 

 with the Spirit of the LORD, 

 and with justice and might, 

to declare to Jacob his transgression 

 and to Israel his sin. 
9Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob 

 and rulers of the house of Israel, 

who detest justice 

 and make crooked all that is straight, 
10who build Zion with blood 

 and Jerusalem with iniquity. 
11Its heads give judgment for a bribe; 

 its priests teach for a price; 

 its prophets practice divination for money; 

yet they lean on the LORD and say, 
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 “Is not the LORD in the midst of us? 

 No disaster shall come upon us.” 
12Therefore because of you 

 Zion shall be plowed as a field; 

Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, 

 and the mountain of the house a wooded height. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 43 
1Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

 against an ungodly people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man 

 deliver me! 
2For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 

 why have you rejected me? 

Why do I go about mourning 

 because of the oppression of the enemy? 

3Send out your light and your truth; 

 let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy hill 

 and to your dwelling! 
4Then I will go to the altar of God, 

 to God my exceeding joy, 

and I will praise you with the lyre, 

 O God, my God. 

5Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

 and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

 my salvation and my God. 

 
Gloria Patri 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:1–12 
 1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from 

us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more 

and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this 
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is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each 

one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5not in the passion 

of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one transgress and wrong his 

brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you 

beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For God has not called us for impurity, but in 

holiness. 8Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his 

Holy Spirit to you. 

 9Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you 

yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 10for that indeed is what you are 

doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this 

more and more, 11and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work 

with your hands, as we instructed you, 12so that you may live properly before outsiders 

and be dependent on no one. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  “Go Into the World” Introductory Choir 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 23:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 
  

 
 

 1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 

Moses’ seat, 3so practice and observe whatever they tell you—but not what they do. For 

they preach, but do not practice. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them 

on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. 
5They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and 

their fringes long, 6and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the 

synagogues 7and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 8But you 
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are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And call no 

man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10Neither be called 

instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 11The greatest among you shall be 

your servant. 12Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself 

will be exalted.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide” LSB 585 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 

For round us falls the eventide. 

O let Your Word, that saving light, 

Shine forth undimmed into the night. 
 

2 In these last days of great distress 

Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 

That we keep pure till life is spent 

Your holy Word and Sacrament. 
 

3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 

Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 

To shine Your Word of saving grace 

Into each dark and loveless place. 
 

4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 

The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 

Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 

Bold, unified in act and song. 
 

5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 

Or with some man-made thoughts or things 

Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 

6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 

Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 

The Church’s glorious confidence. 
Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche Psalmen, 1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 
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Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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Distribution Hymns:   
 

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” LSB 623 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 

That we may feast on You today; 

Beneath these forms of bread and wine 

Enrich us with Your grace divine. 
 

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 

The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 

The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 
 

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 

To seize the gift of love retold; 

All that You are we here receive, 

And all we are to You we give. 
 

4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity, 

Proclaim Your love until You come 

To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 
 

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 

When each will be Your welcomed guest 

In heaven’s high and holy feast. 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 

“Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses” LSB 667 
1 Saints, see the cloud of witnesses surround us; 

Their lives of faith encourage and astound us. 

Hear how the Master praised their faith so fervent: 

“Well done, My servant!” 

 

2 These saints of old received God’s commendation; 

They lived as pilgrim-heirs of His salvation. 

Through faith they conquered flame and sword and gallows, 

God’s name to hallow. 

 

3 They call to us, “Your timid footsteps lengthen; 

Throw off sin’s weight, your halting weakness strengthen. 

We kept the faith, we shed our blood, were martyred; 

Our lives we bartered.” 
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4 Come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suffered, 

He faced the cross, His sinless life He offered; 

He scorned the shame, He died, our death enduring, 

Our hope securing. 
 

5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 

On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; 

Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us— 

With grace precede us. 
 

6 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory! 

Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story; 

Past, present, future—You, the same forever— 

You fail us never! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110003002 

 

“Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” LSB 788 
1 Forgive us, Lord, for shallow thankfulness, 

    For dull content with warmth and sheltered care, 

For songs of praise for food and harvest press, 

    While of Your richer gifts we’re unaware: 
 

2 Teach us to thank You, Lord, for love and grace, 

    For life and vision, for a purpose clear, 

For Christ Your Son, and for each human face 

    That shows Your message ever new and near. 
 

3 Forgive us, Lord, for selfish thanks and praise, 

    For words that speak at variance with deeds; 

Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways 

    Unmindful of a broken brother’s needs: 
 

4 Teach us, O Lord, true thankfulness divine, 

    That gives as Christ gave, never counting cost, 

That knows no barrier of “yours” and “mine,” 

    Assured that only what’s withheld is lost. 
 

5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast, 

    For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul, 

For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast 

    And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal: 
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6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent, 

    To know with minds and hearts its depth and height; 

May thankfulness be days in service spent, 

    Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light. 
Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt. 

Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110003002 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

Closing Hymn:  “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” LSB 941 
1 We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 

    To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 

    The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 

“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 
 

2 The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 

The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 

    The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 

    Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song: 

“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!” 

 

3 You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 

Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 

    You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 

    Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 

Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 

You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 

 

4 You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 

Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 

    We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 

    So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 

May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 

In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 
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