
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota 

 
The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 19, 2023 
 

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.  
 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Psalm 107:1 

 

Weekly Discussion Question: 
 

How have you seen God’s steadfastness in the Bible? 

 
 

 

Opening Hymn:  “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All” LSB 613 
1 To Thee, omniscient Lord of all, 

In grief and shame I humbly call; 

    I see my sins against Thee, Lord, 

    The sins of thought and deed and word. 

They press me sore; I cry to Thee: 

O God, be merciful to me! 

 

2 O Lord, my God, to Thee I pray: 

O cast me not in wrath away! 

    Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart, 

    But let Him draw to Thee my heart 

That truly penitent I be: 

O God, be merciful to me! 

 

3 O Jesus, let Thy precious blood 

Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 

    Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away, 

    But grant that justified I may 

Go to my house at peace with Thee: 

O God, be merciful to me! 
Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802–80; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt.Text: Public domain 

 
 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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[10:30] Reception of Members by Transfer or Profession of Faith 
 [8:00] Go to page 3, Confession and Absolution] 
 
 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses 

Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever 

denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up 

your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now 

ask you in the name of the Lord. 
 

 P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 

gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, 

and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and 

confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to 

remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 

even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 
 

P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your 

prayers and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 
 

 

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are a member of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s 

Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has 

given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 

bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to 

confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue 

steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we 

await the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the 

crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
, 

 

 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious 

promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant 

us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found 

wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
  

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

 For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 

 and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, 

 “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! 

 For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

 and I will punish the men who are complacent, 

 those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, 

 and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

 they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 

 the mighty man cries aloud there. 
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15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish,  

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 90:1–12 
1Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

 in all generations. 
2Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

3You return man to dust 

 and say, “Return, O children of man!” 
4For a thousand years in your sight 

 are but as yesterday when it is past, 

 or as a watch in the night. 

5You sweep them away as with a flood; 

 they are like a dream, 

 like grass that is renewed in the morning: 
6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

 in the evening it fades and withers. 

7For we are brought to an end by your anger; 

 by your wrath we are dismayed. 
8You have set our iniquities before you, 

 our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

9For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

 we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
10The years of our life are seventy, 

 or even by reason of strength eighty; 

yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

 they are soon gone, and we fly away. 
11Who considers the power of your anger, 

 and your wrath according to the fear of you? 

12So teach us to number our days 

 that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
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Gloria Patri 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything 

written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like 

a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 

destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they 

will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a 

thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of 

the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 
7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But 

since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 

love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but 

to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we 

are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build 

one another up, just as you are doing. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  “Lift Up Your Heads” Vocal Choir 
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
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 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 

one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five 

talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he 

who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent 

went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the 

master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received 

the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered 

to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents 

more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He 

also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a 

hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that 

I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to 

have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what 

was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the 

ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. 

But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the 

worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338 
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 



Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the 

virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end 

to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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Distribution Hymns:  
 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660 

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 

    It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

    His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 

    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

    In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

    Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

    Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 

    Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

    Be never wanting there. 

 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

    The next the victor’s song. 

The soldiers, overcoming, 

    Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

    Shall reign eternally. 
    Text: Public domain 

 

“One Thing’s Needful” LSB 536 
1 One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure 

    Teach me highly to regard. 

All else, though it first give pleasure, 

    Is a yoke that presses hard! 

Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 

No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 

    This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

    I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 

 

2 How were Mary’s thoughts devoted 

    Her eternal joy to find 

As intent each word she noted, 

    At her Savior’s feet reclined! 

How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling, 

While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing! 

    All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord 

    And found her contentment in hearing His Word. 
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3 Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure, 

    Jesus, is revealed in You. 

Let me find in You my pleasure, 

    And my wayward will subdue, 

Humility there and simplicity reigning, 

In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training. 

    If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine, 

    The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine. 

 

4 Nothing have I, Christ, to offer, 

    You alone, my highest good. 

Nothing have I, Lord, to proffer 

    But Your crimson-colored blood. 

Your death on the cross has death wholly defeated 

And thereby my righteousness fully completed; 

    Salvation’s white raiments I there did obtain, 

    And in them in glory with You I shall reign. 

 

5 Therefore You alone, my Savior, 

    Shall be all in all to me; 

Search my heart and my behavior, 

    Root out all hypocrisy. 

Through all my life’s pilgrimage, guard and uphold me, 

In loving forgiveness, O Jesus, enfold me. 

    This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

    I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 
Text: Johann Heinrich Schröder, 1667–99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

“Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB 784 
1 Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

2 Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful for Thee, 

Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only for my King; 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee, 

Filled with messages from Thee. 

 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect and use 

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose, 

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
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5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee, 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 

Text: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730 
1 What is the world to me 

    With all its vaunted pleasure 

When You, and You alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    My soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 

Yet never once reflects 

    That they are frail and flighty. 

But what I truly prize 

    Above all things is He, 

My Jesus, He alone. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 

Yet never is content 

    Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    Content with it I’ll be: 

My Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, 

    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, 

    My bliss eternally. 

Once more, then, I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.  Text: Public domain 
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