Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 10, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:
Know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the Lord is God in heaven
above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.
Deuteronomy 4:39
Weekly Discussion Question:
How does knowing this affect your view of today?

Opening Hymn: “The Law of God Is Good and Wise” LSB 579

1  The Law of God is good and wise 4 But those who scornfully disdain
And sets His will before our eyes, God’s Law shall then in sin remain;
Shows us the way of righteousness, Its terror in their ear resounds
And dooms to death when we And keeps their wickedness in
transgress. bounds.

2 Its light of holiness imparts 5 The Law is good; but since the fall
The knowledge of our sinful hearts Its holiness condemns us all;
That we may see our lost estate It dooms us for our sin to die
And turn from sin before too late. And has no pow’r to justify.

3 Tothose who help in Christ have 6 To Jesus we for refuge flee,
found Who from the curse has set us free,
And would in works of love abound And humbly worship at His throne,
It shows what deeds are His delight Saved by His grace through faith
And should be done as good and right. alone.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt. Text: Public domain

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[8:00] Reception of Members by Transfer or Profession of Faith [10:30 go to
page 3, Confession and Absolution]




FE FEaF B =

FE FRERFE R & EaF 8

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses
Me before men, | will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever
denies Me before men, [ will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up
your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what | now
ask you in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord,
and in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and
confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?

| do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all,
even death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you desire to become a member of this congregation?
I do.

Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your
prayers and the gifts God has given you?
I will, with the help of God.

Upon this your confession of faith, | acknowledge publicly that you are a member of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s
Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has
given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the »}- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.
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Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to
confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue
steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we
await the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the
crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The grace of our I Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 167

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor -ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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This Is the Feast LSB 171
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Letus pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy
inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require
at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from
his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 32:1-7
1Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
2Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

°| acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

6Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.
"You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

Gloria Patri 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 13:1-10
!Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists
the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the
one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, “for he
is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer. *Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but
also for the sake of conscience. SFor the same reason you also pay taxes, for the
authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. "Pay to all what is owed to
them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
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summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1°Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-20
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

LAt that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them ®and said, “Truly, I
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. *Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.

S“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, °but whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

"“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. *And if your eye causes
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

10«See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. *For the Son of Man came to
save the lost. **What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the
one that went astray? *And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

8



Hymn

15«If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. °But if he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two
or three witnesses. YIf he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses
to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. *¥Truly, |
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. *°Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 2°For where
two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

of the Day: “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” LSB 820
My soul, now praise your Maker! 3 For as a tender father
Let all within me bless His name Has pity on his children here,
Who makes you full partaker God in His arms will gather
Of mercies more than you dare All who are His in childlike fear.
claim. He knows how frail our powers,
Forget Him not whose meekness Who but from dust are made.
Still bears with all your sin, We flourish like the flowers,
Who heals your ev’ry weakness, And even so we fade;
Renews your life within; The wind but through them passes,
Whose grace and care are endless And all their bloom is o’er.
And saved you through the past; We wither like the grasses;
Who leaves no suff’rer friendless Our place knows us no more.
But rights the wronged at last. 4 His grace remains forever,

He offers all His treasure

Of justice, truth, and righteousness,
His love beyond all measure,

His yearning pity o’er distress;
Nor treats us as we merit

But sets His anger by.
The poor and contrite spirit

Finds His compassion nigh;
And high as heav’n above us,

As dawn from close of day,
So far, since He has loved us,

He puts our sins away.

And children’s children yet shall
prove
That God forsakes them never

Who in true fear shall seek His love.
In heav’n is fixed His dwelling,

His rule is over all;
O hosts with might excelling,

With praise before Him fall.
Praise Him forever reigning,

All you who hear His Word—
Our life and all sustaining.

My soul, O praise the Lord!

Text: Johann Gramann, 1487-1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827- 78, alt. Text:
Public domain



Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I~
everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offertory LSB 176
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Sunday School Teacher Installation

3 year old - Kindergarten Sue Eichhorst
Rhonda Prince

15t & 2" Grade Jamie Streich
Phyllis Streich
Garry Streich

3 & 4th Grade Laura Matheny
Samantha Tess

5th & 6th Grade Karee Bless
Terrin Boozikee

7th - 12t Grade Michelle Rottermond
Zak Tess

Adults Pastor Matheny

Service of the Sacrament
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My < body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My +I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until

He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 180
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution Hymns:

“‘As Surely as | Live,” God Said” LSB 614
1 “Assurely as I live,” God said,
“I would not see the sinner dead.
I want him turned from error’s ways,
Repentant, living endless days.”

2  And so our Lord gave this command:
“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land;
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace
Who will repent and mend their ways.

3 “All those whose sins you thus remit
I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins you will retain
Condemned and guilty shall remain.

4 “What you will bind, that bound shall be;
What you will loose, that shall be free;
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n
To open, close the gates of heav’n.”

5  The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.
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When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.

All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,

In which You show Your richest grace;

From false indulgence guard our race.

Praise God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.

Text: Public domain

“God Bless Our Native Land”

1

God bless our native land,;

Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night.

When the wild tempests rave,

Ruler of wind and wave,

Do Thou our country save
By Thy great might.

“Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”

1

Lord of all nations, grant me grace
To love all people, ev’ry race;
And in each person may | see

My kindred, loved, redeemed by
Thee.

Break down the wall that would
divide

Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side.

My neighbor’s good let me pursue;
Let Christian love bind warm and true.

15

LSB 965
So shall our prayers arise
To God above the skies;
On Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry:

God save the state!

Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813-83, alt.; (st.
2): John S. Dwight, 1813-93, alt.
Text: Public domain

LSB 844
Forgive me, Lord, where | have erred
By loveless act and thoughtless word.
Make me to see the wrong | do
Will grieve my wounded Lord anew.

Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak
Whenever strong oppress the weak.
Should I myself the victim be,

Help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee.



5  With Thine own love may I be filled
And by Thy Holy Spirit willed,
That all I touch, where’er I be,

May be divinely touched by Thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

Nunc Dimittis LSB 182
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo - ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-plels-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benediction LSB 183

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
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A - men.
Closing Hymn: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB 707
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
To keep His statutes still! A stricter watch to keep;
Oh, that my God would grant me grace And should I ¢’er forget Thy way,
To know and do His will! Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.
2  Order my footsteps by Thy Word 4  Make me to walk in Thy commands—
And make my heart sincere; "Tis a delightful road—
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, Nor let my head or heart or hands
But keep my conscience clear. Offend against my God.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Text: Public domain
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