Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 1, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,
so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
1 John 1:13

Weekly Discussion Question:

What confidence does it give you that most of the Bible is written by
eyewitnesses of the events?

Confession and Absolution
Opemng Hymn: “When Morning Gilds the Skies” LSB 807

When morning gilds the skies,
My heart, awaking, cries,

“May Jesus Christ be praised!”
When evening shadows fall,
This rings my curfew call:

“May Jesus Christ be praised!”

2 When mirth for music longs,
This is my song of songs:
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”
God’s holy house of prayer
Hath none that can compare

With “Jesus Christ be praised!”

3 No lovelier antiphon
In all high heav’n is known

Than “Jesus Christ be praised!”

There to the_eternal Word

The_eternal psalm is heard:
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”
Ye nations of mankind,
In this your concord find:
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”
Let all the earth around
Ring joyous with the sound:
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”

Sing, suns and stars of space,
Sing, ye that see His face,

Sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”
God’s whole creation o’er,
Both now and evermore

Shall Jesus Christ be praised!

Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Wirzburg; tr.
Robert S. Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. Text: Public domain



In the name of the Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

& @

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P} Letus pray.
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be
led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The word of the LORD came to me: >*What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge’? *As | live, declares the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by
you in Israel. “Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the
son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .
2“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 2 When a righteous person turns away from
his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done
he shall die. 2’ Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 22Because he considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live;
he shall not die. 2°Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house
of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
3«Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,
declares the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your
ruin. 3'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? *?For |
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GoD; so turn, and live.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 25:1-10
To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
20 my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
®Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

“Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.

SLead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all the day long.

®Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

"Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!

8Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.

Al the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Gloria Patri 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18
LIf there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, >complete my joy by being of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from rivalry or conceit,
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. “Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . .

Do all things without grumbling or questioning, *that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, ‘*holding fast to the word of
life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.
Even if 1 am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your
faith, 1 am glad and rejoice with you all. *8Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice
with me.

5



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-27

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

ZWhen [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” ?*Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question,
and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority | do these things.
ZThe baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 2But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the
crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
6



heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -~ of the world to come.
Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655

1

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;

Defend Your holy Church that we

May sing Your praise eternally.

O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
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It is meet and right so to  do.

LSB 194
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Sanctus

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the
form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen
from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
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Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197



Pax Domini LSB 197
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Distribution Hymns:

“The Advent of Our King” LSB 331
1  The advent of our King 2 The everlasting Son
Our prayers must now employ, Incarnate deigns to be,
And we must hymns of welcome sing Himself a servant’s form puts on
In strains of holy joy. To set His servants free.
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O Zion’s daughter, rise
To meet your lowly King,

Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

As judge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again

And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.

“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”

1

Renew me, O eternal Light, 3
And let my heart and soul be bright,
Illumined with the light of grace

That issues from Your holy face.

Remove the pow’r of sin from me 4

And cleanse all my impurity
That | may have the strength and will
Temptations of the flesh to still.

“Praise Be to Christ”

1 Praise be to Christ in whom we see
The image of the Father shown,

The firstborn Son revealed and known,

The truth and grace of deity;

Through whom creation came to birth,

Whose fingers set the stars in place,

The unseen pow’rs, and this small earth,

The furthest bounds of time and space.

2  Praise be to Him whose sov’reign sway
And will upholds creation’s plan;
Who is, before all worlds began
And when our world has passed away:
Lord of the Church, its life and head,

Redemption’s price and source and theme,

Alive, the firstborn from the dead,
To reign as all-in-all supreme.

11

Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler,
1806-76, alt.
Text: Public domain

LSB 704
Create in me a new heart, Lord,
That gladly | obey Your Word.
Let what You will be my desire,
And with new life my soul inspire.

Grant that | only You may love

And seek those things which are above
Till I behold You face to face,

O Light eternal, through Your grace.

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull,
1845-1923, alt. Text: Public domain

LSB 538



3 Praise be to Him who, Lord Most High,
The fullness of the Godhead shares;
And yet our human nature bears,
Who came as man to bleed and die.
And from His cross there flows our peace
Who chose for us the path He trod,
That so might sins and sorrows cease

And all be reconciled to God.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 202

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” LSB 534
1 Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendor, 3 Paschal Lamb, Your off’ring, finished
First-begotten from the dead, Once for all when You were slain,
You alone, our strong defender, In its fullness undiminished
Lifting up Your people’s head. Shall forevermore remain,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus, true and living bread! Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain;
Jesus, true and living bread! Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain.

2  Though the lowliest form now veil You 4  Life-imparting heav’nly manna,

As of old in Bethlehem, Stricken rock with streaming side,
Here as there Your angels hail You, Heav’n and earth with loud hosanna

Branch and flow’r of Jesse’s stem. Worship You, the Lamb who died,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

We in worship join with them; Ris’n, ascended, glorified!

We in worship join with them. Ris’n, ascended, glorified!

Text: George H. Bourne, 1840-1925, alt.
Text: Public domain
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