
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Mankato, Minnesota 

 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 9, 2023 
 

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.  
 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
 

“Whoever humbles himself like this child  
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 18:4 
 
 

Weekly Discussion Question: 
 

 

How might the world look different from a child’s perspective? 
 

 
 
Baptismal Hymn:  “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” LSB 592 

1  Dearest Jesus, we are here, 

    Gladly Your command obeying; 

With this child we now draw near 

    In response to Your own saying 

That to You it shall be given 

As a child and heir of heaven. 

 

2  Your command is clear and plain, 

    And we would obey it duly: 

“You must all be born again, 

    Heart and life renewing truly, 

Born of water and the Spirit, 

And My kingdom thus inherit.” 

 

3  Therefore we have come to You, 

    In our arms this infant bearing. 

Truly here Your grace we view; 
    May this child, Your mercy sharing, 

In Your arms be shielded ever, 

Yours on earth and Yours forever. 

 

4  Gracious Head, Your member own; 

    Shepherd, take Your lamb and feed it; 

Prince of Peace, make here Your throne; 

    Way of Life, to heaven lead it; 

Precious Vine, let nothing sever 

From Your side this branch forever. 

 

5  Now into Your heart we pour 

    Prayers that from our hearts 

proceeded. 

Our petitions heav’nward soar; 

    May our hearts’ desires be heeded! 

Write the name we now have given; 

Write it in the book of heaven! 
Text: Public domain 
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Holy Baptism:   Owen Timothy Enz and Theodore James Starke 
 
When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their 

behalf. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves 

you.” 
  

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are 

under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost 

forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin 

of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
 

P How are you named? 

R Owen Timothy Enz 
 

P Owen Enz, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon 

your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 

P How are you named? 

R Theodore James Starke 
 

P Theodore Starke, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 

upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 

unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You 

preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through 

the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. 

Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You 

sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away 

of sin. 
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We pray that You would behold Owen and Theodore according to Your boundless 

mercy and bless them with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving 

flood all sin in them, which has been inherited from Adam and which they 

themselves have committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that they be 

kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from 

the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit 

and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, they would be 

declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 

baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors 

are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small 

Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they 

sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and 

nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of 

the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of 

faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 
  

P Is it your intention to serve Owen as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 
 

P Is it your intention to serve Theodore as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His 

grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased 

and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 

such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in 

His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Owen, do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Owen Timothy Enz, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

P Theodore, do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
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P Theodore James Starke, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of 

the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, 

that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our bothers in Christ, that 

together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him 

who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Owen and Theodore 

the new birth in Holy Baptism and made them members of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as they 

have now become Your children, You would keep them in their baptismal grace, that 

according to Your good pleasure they may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the 

praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the 

promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin 

Mary. We thank You for the life of these children entrusted to our care. Help us 

remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture them that they may 

attain to the full stature intended for them in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of these 

children and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given 

them. Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. 

Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally with their 

children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian 

Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully 

grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen.  

 
Confession and Absolution 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray.  

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our 

strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end 

grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
  

 
 

Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm Psalm 145:1–14 

1I will extol you, my God and King, 

 and bless your name forever and ever. 
2Every day I will bless you 

 and praise your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

 and his greatness is unsearchable. 
4One generation shall commend your works to another, 

 and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
6They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 

 and I will declare your greatness. 
7They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 

 and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
8The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9The LORD is good to all, 

 and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
10All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 and all your saints shall bless you! 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

 and tell of your power, 
12to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 

 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

 and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 

 and kind in all his works. 
14The LORD upholds all who are falling 

 and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

Gloria Patri 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Epistle Romans 7:14–25a 
 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not 

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no 

longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells 

in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 

carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on 

doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 

within me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 

delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law 

waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 

dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  “O Master Let Me Walk with Thee” Kathy Schiffman, vocal solo 
 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
  

 
  
 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 

have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 

children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed 

over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to 

me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” LSB 699 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

    Thy head upon My breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

    So weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, 

    And He has made me glad. 
 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

    Stoop down and drink and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

    Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul 

revived, 

    And now I live in Him. 
 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light. 

Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 

    And all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

    In Him my star, my sun; 

And in that light of life I’ll walk 

    Till trav’ling days are done. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Text: Public domain 



Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the 

form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen 

from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Distribution Hymns:   
 
“Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors” LSB 339 

1 Lift up your heads, you everlasting doors, 

And weep no more! 

    O Zion’s daughter, sing, 

    To greet your coming King; 

Now wave the victor’s palm 

And sing the ancient psalm: 

    “Lift up your heads, you everlasting gates!” 

    Your King awaits! 

 

2 Who is this King of great and glorious fame? 

What is His name? 

    Lord God of Sabaoth, 

    Of whom the prophets wrote, 

Whose chosen, humble steed 

Declares Him king indeed! 

    Hosanna, Lord! Messiah, come and save 

    From sin and grave. 
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3 Who may ascend Mount Zion’s holy hill 

To do God’s will? 

    The One whose unstained hands 

    Can meet the Law’s demands, 

Whose purity within 

Reveals One free from sin. 

    Come, praise this King who claims the cross as throne— 

    Praise Him alone! 

 

4 “Worthy is Christ!” The Lamb who once was slain 

Now lives to reign. 

    He rules our earthly ways 

    As Lord of Ancient Days— 

O join the endless song 

Sung by the ransomed throng: 

    “Worthy is Christ!” The Lamb be praised again! 

    Amen! Amen! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

“Father Most Holy” LSB 504 
1 Father most holy, merciful, and tender; 

Jesus, our Savior, with the Father reigning; 

Spirit of comfort, advocate, defender, 

    Light never waning; 
 

2 Trinity blessèd, unity unshaken, 

Goodness unbounded, very God of heaven, 

Light of the angels, joy of those forsaken, 

    Hope of all living, 
 

3 Maker of all things, all Thy creatures praise Thee; 

All for Thy worship were and are created; 

Now, as we also worship Thee devoutly, 

    Hear Thou our voices. 
 

D  4 Lord God Almighty, unto Thee be glory, 

One in three persons, over all exalted! 

Glory we offer, praise Thee and adore Thee, 

    Now and forever. 
Text: Latin, c. 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867–1936, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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“Jesus Shall Reign” LSB 832 
1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

2 To Him shall endless prayer be made, 

And endless praises crown His head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 

With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 
 

3 People and realms of ev’ry tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. 
 

4 Blessings abound where’er He reigns: 

The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all who suffer want are blest. 

 

5 Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Honors peculiar to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  



17 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

 
Closing Hymn:  “Come unto Me, Ye Weary” LSB 684 

1 “Come unto Me, ye weary, 

    And I will give you rest.” 

O blessèd voice of Jesus, 

    Which comes to hearts oppressed! 

It tells of benediction, 

    Of pardon, grace, and peace, 

Of joy that hath no ending, 

    Of love that cannot cease. 
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2 “Come unto Me, ye wand’rers, 

    And I will give you light.” 

O loving voice of Jesus, 

    Which comes to cheer the night! 

Our hearts were filled with sadness, 

    And we had lost our way; 

But Thou hast brought us gladness 

    And songs at break of day. 

 

3 “Come unto Me, ye fainting, 

    And I will give you life.” 

O cheering voice of Jesus, 

    Which comes to aid our strife! 

The foe is stern and eager, 

    The fight is fierce and long; 

But Thou hast made us mighty 

    And stronger than the strong. 

 

4 “And whosoever cometh, 

    I will not cast him out.” 

O patient love of Jesus, 

    Which drives away our doubt, 

Which, though we be unworthy 

    Of love so great and free, 

Invites us very sinners 

    To come, dear Lord, to Thee! 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 

Text: Public domain

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


