Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 23, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

“‘Whoever humbles himself like this child
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 18:4

Weekly Discussion Question:

In what ways do you tend to exalt yourself?
How can you be reminded to take a different approach?

Holy Baptism:

Baptismal Hymn: “God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It”
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God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because | could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

Emilia Anne Stevensen
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their

behalf.
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Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!

Death, you cannot end my gladness:
I am baptized into Christ!

When | die, | leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I’1l sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ;
I’m a child of paradise!

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves
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The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are
under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost
forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the
Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin
of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.

How are you named?
Emilia Anne Stevensen

Emilia Stevenesen, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your -1« forehead and
upon your I+ heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You
preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-
hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through
the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism.
Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You
sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away
of sin.

We pray that You would behold Emilia according to Your boundless mercy and
bless her with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in
her, which has been inherited from Adam and which she herself has committed
since, would be drowned and die. Grant that she be kept safe and secure in the holy
ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and
serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with
all believers in Your promise, she would be declared worthy of eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for
baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors
are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small
Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they
sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and
nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of
the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of
faith in Christ and love for the neighbor.

Is it your intention to serve Emilia as sponsors in the Christian faith?
Yes, with the help of God.
3
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God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His
grace fulfill what we are unable to do.
Amen.

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples
rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased
and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of
such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in
His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Emilia, do you renounce the devil?
Yes, | renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, | believe.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead?

Yes, | believe.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?
Yes, | believe.
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Emilia, do you desire to be baptized?
Yes, | do.

Emilia Anne Stevensen, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new
birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you
with His grace to life ~I« everlasting.

Amen.

Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of
the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming,
that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.

In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our Sister in Christ that
together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him
who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You
graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Emilia the new birth
in Holy Baptism and made her a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an
heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as she has now
become Your child, You would keep her in her baptismal grace, that according to
Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and
honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised
inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin
Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us
remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture her that she may
attain to the full stature intended for her in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



(P} Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this child
and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given them.
Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their children.
Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally with their
children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

(P) Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian
Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully
grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

(P} Peace "I~ be with you.
Amen.

Service of the Word
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O Lord God, heav'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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(P) Letus pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever

mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and
dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6-8

®Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,
since | appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
®Fear not, nor be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 119:57-64
HETH

"The LORD is my portion;
| promise to keep your words.
%8] entreat your favor with all my heart;
be gracious to me according to your promise.
When | think on my ways,
| turn my feet to your testimonies;
€91 hasten and do not delay
to keep your commandments.
1 Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me,
I do not forget your law.



62At midnight I rise to praise you,
because of your just and righteous decrees.
%3] am a companion of all who fear you,
of those who keep your precepts.
®4The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love;
teach me your statutes!

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 8:18-27
8For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is to be revealed to us. °For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. 2For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of him who subjected it, in hope ?!that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. ?’For we
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until
now. Z2And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
23For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what he sees? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
28|_jkewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
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24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, °but while his men were sleeping,
his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 2So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 2’And the servants of the master of
the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How
then does it have weeds?” ?2He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?” ?But he said, ‘No, lest in
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. *°Let both grow together
until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”” . . .

%Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3He answered, “The one who sows
the good seed is the Son of Man. *The field is the world, and the good seed is the
children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, *and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels.
“Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age.
“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes
of sin and all law-breakers, “?and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -
everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day: “In Holy Conversation

1

”»

In holy conversation

We speak to God in prayer,
And at His invitation

Our deepest thoughts we share.
We come, His will obeying,

As children bringing needs;
And to support our praying,

His Spirit intercedes.

These holy conversations

Begin in childlike ways;
We bring our supplications

And words of thanks and praise.
With care our Father listens

To ev’ry thought expressed,
Then answers our petitions

In ways He knows are best.

As holy conversation,
In silence or by word,
In ev’ry situation
Through Jesus, we are heard.
So let us pray securely,
Expressing hopes and fears
With confidence that surely

Our Father ever hears.
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

Sermon
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.
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Sanctus

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the
form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen
from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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Pax Domini
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Distribution Hymns:

“For All the Saints”
1  For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

2  Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.

Alleluial! Alleluial
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Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The golden evening brightens in the west;

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:

The saints triumphant rise in bright array;

The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluial! Alleluial

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:

Alleluial! Alleluial

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.
Text: Public domain

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
1  Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav’n, to earth come down!

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,

All Thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, Thou art all compassion,

Pure, unbounded love Thou art;

Visit us with Thy salvation,

Enter ev’ry trembling heart.
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2  Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit

Into ev’ry troubled breast;

Let us all in Thee inherit;
Let us find Thy promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

4 Finish then Thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee,
Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heav’n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,

Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Text: Public domain

“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” LSB 663
1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray;
From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day

Unawares o’ertaken;
For the foe,
Well we know,

Is a harvest reaping

While the saints are sleeping.

16



Watch against the devil’s snares
Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares
To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey
Oft are they
Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.

Watch! Let not the wicked world
With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled
It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see
Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.
Watch against yourself, my soul,
Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control
Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin
Lurk within,
All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.

But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,
Strength and faith increasing,
So that still
Mind and will
Shall unite to serve Him

And forever love Him.
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671-1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
0 & | ‘ | |
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hy
1

mn: “O Worship the King”

O worship the King,
all-glorious above.
O gratefully sing
His pow’r and His love;
Our shield and defender,
the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor
and girded with praise.

O tell of His might,
O sing of His grace,

Whose robe is the light,

whose canopy space;
His chariots of wrath

the deep thunderclouds form,

And dark is His path
on the wings of the storm.

This earth, with its store
of wonders untold,
Almighty, Thy pow’r
hath founded of old,
Established it fast
by a changeless decree,
And round it hath cast,
like a mantle, the sea.
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Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book

LSB 804
4 Thy bountiful care
what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air,
it shines in the light,
It streams from the hills,
it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills
in the dew and the rain.

5  Frail children of dust

and feeble as frail,

In Thee do we trust,
nor find Thee to fail.

Thy mercies, how tender,
how firm to the end,

Our maker, defender,
redeemer, and friend!

6 O measureless Might,
ineffable Love,
While angels delight
to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation,
though feeble their lays,
With true adoration
shall sing to Thy praise.

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Text: Public domain
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