Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 14, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:
For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.
Romans 6:14
Weekly Discussion Question:

What would it be like to be “under law”?

[10:30] Call to Worship: “Lamb of God” Sunday School Children

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife

And lead us out of death to life.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 167

Easter Acclamation

(P] Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

‘ \
Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think
those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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First Reading Acts 17:16-31

®\While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he
saw that the city was full of idols. ’So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and
the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be
there. ¥Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And
some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher
of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. *°And they
took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this
new teaching is that you are presenting? 2°For you bring some strange things to our ears.
We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” >!Now all the Athenians and the
foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing
something new.

2250 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that
in every way you are very religious. *For as | passed along and observed the objects of
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.” What
therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. *The God who made the
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made
by man, #nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
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himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 2And he made from one man
every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted
periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, ?'that they should seek God, in the
hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far
from each one of us, %®for

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
2Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. **The times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,
pecause he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 66:8-20

8Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
¥For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
1Y ou brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
12y0u let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.

131 will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will perform my vows to you,
4that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when | was in trouble.
151 will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and goats.
8Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and | will tell what he has done for my soul.
171 cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.



81f | had cherished iniquity in my heart,

the Lord would not have listened.
1¥But truly God has listened;

he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
20BJessed be God,

because he has not rejected my prayer

or removed his steadfast love from me!

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle 1 Peter 3:13-22

¥Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? **But even if you
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, *but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; *yet do it
with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. *’For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

8For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, **in which he
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 2®because they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 2!Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
having been subjected to him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[8:00] Anthem: “Lamb of God” Sunday School Children
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel John 14:15-21
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

B Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. **And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, ’even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18« will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. °Yet a little while and the world
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. ?°In that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. #Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day: “Built on the Rock” LSB 645
1  Built on the Rock the Church shall stand

Even when steeples are falling.

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,

Calling the young and old to rest,

But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

2 Surely in temples made with hands

God, the Most High, is not dwelling;

High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.

Yet He who dwells in heav’n above

Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.
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3 We are God’s house of living stones, 5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,

Built for His own habitation. That, when the church bells are ringing,
He through baptismal grace us owns Many in saving faith may come

Heirs of His wondrous salvation. Where Christ His message is bringing:
Were we but two His name to tell, “I know My own; My own know Me.
Yet He would deign with us to dwell You, not the world, My face shall see.

With all His grace and His favor. My peace I leave with you. Amen.”

4 Here stands the font before our eyes,

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving,
1867-1937, alt. Text: Public domain

Telling how God has received us.
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice

And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,

And evermore, our Redeemer.

Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I+ of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church



Offertory LSB 176
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177
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(P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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(P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising

You and saying:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini LSB 180
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Distribution Hymns:
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
1  Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluial

13

LSB 180

LSB 457



A4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1-3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Text: Public domain

“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” LSB 490
1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.

3 Jesus lives! For me He died,
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

4 Jesus lives! | know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.
God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.

5 Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When | pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:

Jesus is my confidence!
Text: Christian Furchtegott Gellert, 1715-69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, alt.
Text: Public domain
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“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
1  Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.

2 God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

4 Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely

To preserve them pure and holy.
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 Text: Public domain

Thank the Lord LSB 181
OH4 \ | N  —— | |
[ # | N | N1 | | | | |
éda ; i i 1 [ [ \'/ |
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
f) # , | . N | N  —— | N
[t N I R I I I\\ } 1IN T [ I I 1N ]
|'\y;\  — o= ——  — i i t‘
o | 4
He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
f) 4 | A . .
| | N | | y I\ I N I N
] =I OI1 I I I\\ I AN | [\
joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
h ) A | L \ |
[’ A ! | INT I N\ | | | I ]
[ I N |\l | | [ I. |

es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -

0 # _—1 | N \
T T N—1 — N |
%& - o — — y— i o
giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

15



Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Easter Acclamation
(P) Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Benediction LSB 183
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” LSB 596
1  All Christians who have been baptized,

Who know the God of heaven,

And in whose daily life is prized
The name of Christ once given:

Consider now what God has done,

The gifts He gives to ev’ryone
Baptized into Christ Jesus!

2 You were before your day of birth,
Indeed, from your conception,
Condemned and lost with all the earth,
None good, without exception.
For like your parents’ flesh and blood,
Turned inward from the highest good,
You constantly denied Him.
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3 Butall of that was washed away—
Immersed and drowned forever.
The water of your Baptism day
Restored again whatever
Old Adam and his sin destroyed
And all our sinful selves employed
According to our nature.

4 In Baptism we now put on Christ—
Our shame is fully covered
With all that He once sacrificed
And freely for us suffered.
For here the flood of His own blood
Now makes us holy, right, and good
Before our heav’nly Father.

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6 Souse it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness

Bestowed on you forever!
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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