Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Confirmation Sunday

April 30, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
1 Corinthians 15:20

Weekly Discussion Question:

How can you share the good news of the resurrection with others?

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
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Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.

Today Your gate is open,
And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome
And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav’n.
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LSB 915

Today our Father calls us;
His Holy Spirit waits;
His blesséd angels gather
Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us
How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father’s home.

O all-embracing Mercy,
O ever-open Door,

What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o’er?

When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,

We know one gate is open,

One ear will hear our prayer.

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Text: Public domain




The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 167

Easter Acclamation

(P] Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 168

o)
[ |
o
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
H |
[ [ | I I | |
e 2o+ |
Q) [ I d O\ L
Lord, have mer - cy.
o)
[ ]
ég | I I E g !
3]

For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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east LSB 171
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Al - le - lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men
First Reading Acts 2:42-47

“2They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. *And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs
were being done through the apostles. “*And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. “*And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. “And day by day, attending the temple
together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, “’praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 23

The LorD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
®He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil,
my cup overflows.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:19-25
¥This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering

unjustly. ?°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of
God. 2'For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. ?He committed no sin, neither was
deceit found in his mouth. 2When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. ?For you were straying like sheep,
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Anthem: “Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me” Introductory & Vocal Choir

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:1-10

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door
but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. *To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought out
all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. °A
stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice
of strangers.” °This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.
T he thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




Hymn of the Day: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 4 1Indeath’s dark vale I fear no ill
Whose goodness faileth never; With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
I nothing lack if I am His Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
And He is mine forever. Thy cross before to guide me.
2 Where streams of living water flow, 5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
My ransomed soul He leadeth Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, where the verdant pastures grow, And, oh, what transport of delight
With food celestial feedeth. From Thy pure chalice floweth!
3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed, 6  And so through all the length of days
But yet in love He sought me Thy goodness faileth never;
And on His shoulder gently laid Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
And home rejoicing brought me. Within Thy house forever!

Sermon

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77 Text: Public domain

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life *}- of the world to come.
Amen.



[10:30 ] Confirmation [8:00 go to Prayer of the Church, page 11]

Confirmands Parents Verse
Isabel Bea Buesing Nathan & the late Kristine Buesing Matthew 28:20
Hunter Daniel Farris Daniel & Sarah Farris John 8:12
Nathan Lawrence Full Brian & Tracy Full Joshua 1:16
Ella Victoria Holub Michael & Julie Holub Ephesians 4:32
Greta Grace Johnson Steven & Wendy Johnson Deuteronomy 31:6
Carson Jon Kettner Brandon & Krista Kettner Ephesians 6:10-11
Lucas John Robert Kitzmann  John & Sarah Kitzmann John 3:16

The pastor addresses the catechumens.

(P] Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized
in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever
confesses Me before men, | will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.
But whoever denies Me before men, | will also deny before My Father who is in
heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give
answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, | renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?

Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God?
| do.

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the
Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful
and true?

| do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
| do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
| do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all,
even death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.

We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins.
As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He
who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the
head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying:

10



P

& &

[Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you
the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen
you with His grace to life I« everlasting.

Amen.

Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to
confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may
continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight
of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united
Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by
His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily
contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them
from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that
they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and
blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make
satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in
Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the
cross with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life
immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Peace I+ be with you.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offertory LSB 176
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right  to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini LSB 180
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grant us peace,

Distribution Hymns:

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
1  Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours.

Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours.

2 We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.

15

us peace.

LSB 711

You have promised to receive us,

Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,

Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,

Early let us turn to You.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

Early let us turn to You.

Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;
Blesséd Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.
Text: Public domain



“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
1  Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen
To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!

2  Have good cheer, little flock;
Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you
In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
1 Letus ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.

2 Letus suffer here with Jesus

And with patience bear our cross.

Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.

Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy

Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

16

LSB 735
Praise the Lord high above;
Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!

Thankful hearts raise to God;

Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you,

Thankful hearts raise to God!

Text (st. 1): Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930; (sts. 2-4):
Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010

Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

LSB 685

Let us gladly die with Jesus.

Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,

Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion

That would lead us into sin;

And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.

Jesus, here with You I die,

There to live with You on high.

Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead

That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,

Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,

Life eternal grant to me.
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book
of Worship, 1978, alt. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of
Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003002



Thank the Lord
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

Easter Acclamation

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P] Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Benediction

Closing Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

1

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 183

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
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[CIUN - men.

Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.

Crown Him the virgin’s Son,
The God incarnate born,

Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now His brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic rose,
Yet of that rose the stem,

The root whence mercy ever flows,
The babe of Bethlehem.

Crown Him the Lord of love.
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring
eyes
At mysteries so bright.

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

4

LSB 525
Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.

Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.

Text (sts. 1-3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; (st. 4):
Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903
Text: Public domain



