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Opening Hymn: “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB 571
1 God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3  God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

Opening Versicles

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
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Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading From Holy Scripture

Reading John 9
A reading from John, the ninth chapter.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered,
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. 5As long as | am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” ®Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva.
Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud “and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?” *Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 1°So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” *He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.”
12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 1°So the Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes,
and I washed, and I see.” **Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?” And there was a division among them. 1'So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
¥The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight °and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” ?°His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. ?*But how he now sees we do
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not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” ?*(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of
the synagogue.) *Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2430 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give
glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” ?He answered, “Whether he is a sinner
I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 2They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become his disciples?” 2And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses. 2We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” ¥The man answered, “Why, this is an
amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his
will, God listens to him. 22Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” *They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”
And they cast him out.

%Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” *He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
3"Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” **He said,
“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” “°Some
of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?”
#Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say,
‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “Fairest Lord Jesus” Brass

Responsory

We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
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Ten Commandments

You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -}«
everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Catechetical Instruction

Hymn of the Day: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” LSB 621

1

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,

For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending

Comes our homage to demand.



King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,

Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,

He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way

As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six-winged seraph,

Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence

As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.
Text: Public domain

Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

REHRER

Collect of the Day

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for the Word
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all
my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -I~ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849
1  Praise the One who breaks the darkness

With a liberating light;

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,
Turning blindness into sight.

Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
Healing ev’ry dread disease,

Calming storms, and feeding thousands
With the very Bread of peace.

2  Praise the One who blessed the children

With a strong, yet gentle, word;

Praise the One who drove out demons
With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water
To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3 Letus praise the Word Incarnate,
Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,

Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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