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The Third Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Psalm 51:1

Weekly Discussion Question:
Why might we ask God to act based on His steadfast love?

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “How Wide the Love of Christ” LSB 535
1 How wide the love of Christ! 4  How deep the love of Christ,
It knows not class or race Descending to a cross!
But holds our one humanity He bears within His wounded hands
Within its broad embrace. All human pain and loss.
2 How long the love of Christ! 5 All praise to You, O Christ,
Its patience will not cease For love whose depth and height,
Until this broken world is bound Whose length and breadth fill time and
In everlasting peace. space
3 How high the love of Christ e e e o on
Beyond all thought it soars, Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission:
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And yet upon our passing lives

Unmeasured mercy pours.

In the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone
astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7
LAll the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by

stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and
said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the LORD?” *But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I
do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” >And the LORD said to Moses,
“Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ®Behold, | will stand before you
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it,
and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he
called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people
of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 95:1-9

10h come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2|_et us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3For the LORD is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.
*In his hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are his also.
°The sea is his, for he made it,

and his hands formed the dry land.

®0h come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
"For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Today, if you hear his voice,
8do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
Swhen your fathers put me to the test
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.



Gloria Patri 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 5:1-8
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. *More than that, we rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, %and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us.
®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. "For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “We Have a King” Introductory Choir

Holy Gospel John 4:5-26
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph. 8Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey,
was sitting beside the well. 1t was about the sixth hour.

"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said
to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) °Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” *'The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?
12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did his sons and his livestock.” *Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, **but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will never be
thirsty forever. The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water



Hymn of the Day: “May God Bestow on Us His Grace”
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welling up to eternal life.” ®The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I
will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

%Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” ¥ The woman answered him,
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’;
Bfor you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What
you have said is true.” *The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.
200ur fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place
where people ought to worship.” ?!Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
22Y ou worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. 2But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship
him. 2*God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2The
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he
comes, he will tell us all things.” ?®Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

LSB 824

May God bestow on us His grace, A 3 O let the people praise Thy worth,

With blessings rich provide us;
And may the brightness of His face
To life eternal guide us,
That we His saving health may know,
His gracious will and pleasure,
And also to the nations show
Christ’s riches without measure
And unto God convert them.

Thine over all shall be the praise
And thanks of ev’ry nation;

And all the world with joy shall raise
The voice of exultation.

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O

Lord,
Nor suffer sin to flourish;

Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word
Their souls to feed and nourish,

In righteous paths to keep them.

In all good works increasing;
The land shall plenteous fruit bring
forth,

Thy Word is rich in blessing.
May God the Father, God the Son,

And God the Spirit bless us!

Let all the world praise Him alone,

Let solemn awe possess us.

Now let our hearts say, “Amen!”
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie,
1800-87, alt.

Text: Public domain



Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I~
everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offertory LSB 159

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



Sanctus

LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P)
P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns:

“My Song Is Love Unknown” LSB 430
1 My song is love unknown,

My Savior’s love to me,

Love to the loveless shown
That they might lovely be.

Oh, who am |
That for my sake
My Lord should take

Frail flesh and die?

2  He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
But, oh, my friend,
My friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend!

3 Sometimes they strew His way
And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!”
Is all their breath,
And for His death
They thirst and cry.



Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
He gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries!
Yet they at these
Themselves displease
And ’gainst Him rise.

They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suff’ring goes
That He His foes
From thence might free.

In life no house, no home

My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb

But what a stranger gave.
What may | say?

Heav’n was His home

But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.

Here might | stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683
Text: Public domain

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”
God loved the world so that He gave

1

His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

LSB 571



2  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

/A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

“What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543
1  What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2 When | was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When | was sinking down, sinking down,
When | was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.
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3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, | will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great | AM,
While millions join the theme, 1 will sing, | will sing,
While millions join the theme, | will sing.

4 And when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’1l sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’1l sing on.

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of
ev’ry people:
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn: “O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace” LSB 693
1 O Holy Spirit, grant us grace

That we our Lord and Savior

In faith and fervent love embrace
And truly serve Him ever.

The hour of death cannot bring loss

When we are sheltered by the cross
That canceled our transgressions.

2 Help us that we Thy saving Word
In faithful hearts may treasure;
Let e’er that Bread of Life afford
New grace in richest measure.
O make us die to ev’ry sin,
Each day create new life within,
That fruits of faith may flourish.

3 And when our earthly race is run,
Death’s bitter hour impending,
Then may Thy work in us begun
Continue till life’s ending,
Until we gladly may commend
Our souls into our Savior’s hand,

The crown of life obtaining.
Text: Bartholomaus Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt.
Text: Public domain
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