Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 5, 2023

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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| want to walk as a child of the light.

| want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

In Him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God.

| want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

I’m looking for the coming of Christ.

| want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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In the name of the Father and of the ~= Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.



(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution

Service of the Word
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Letus pray.
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the
hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:3-9a

%<“Why have we fasted, and you see it not?

Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure,

and oppress all your workers.
“Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight

and to hit with a wicked fist.
Fasting like yours this day

will not make your voice to be heard on high.
5|s such the fast that | choose,

a day for a person to humble himself?
Is it to bow down his head like a reed,

and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?
Will you call this a fast,

and a day acceptable to the LORD?
6<Is not this the fast that I choose:

to loose the bonds of wickedness,

to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,

and to break every yoke?
"Is it not to share your bread with the hungry

and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover him,

and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,

and your healing shall spring up speedily;
your righteousness shall go before you;

the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
*Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;

you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here [ am.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 112:1-9

!Praise the LORD!
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,
who greatly delights in his commandments!
2His offspring will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
$Wealth and riches are in his house,
and his righteousness endures forever.
“Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;
he is gracious, merciful, and righteous.
°It is well with the man who deals generously and lends;
who conducts his affairs with justice.
®For the righteous will never be moved;
he will be remembered forever.
"He is not afraid of bad news;
his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
®His heart is steady; he will not be afraid,
until he looks in triumph on his adversaries.
°He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever;
his horn is exalted in honor.

Gloria Patri 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

'And I, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of
God with lofty speech or wisdom. ?For | decided to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified. *And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, “and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, °that your faith might not rest in the wisdom
of men but in the power of God.

®Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. ‘But we impart a secret and
hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the
rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory. °But, as it is written,



“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

Wthese things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. *'For who knows a person’s thoughts except the
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God
except the Spirit of God. 2Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
8And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

1The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. **The
spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. %“For who has
understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Introductory Bells
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-20
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

3[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet.

1%y ou are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. **Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
181n the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.



17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to

abolish them but to fulfill them. *8For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. **Therefore
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2°For I tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.”
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I+ of the world to come.
Amen.



Hymn of the Day: “Thy Strong Word”

1

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee,
While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,
Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory,
And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

From the cross Thy wisdom shining

Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth

All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
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May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

A God the Father, light-creator,

To Thee laud and honor be.

To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.

Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.

Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
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Preface LSB 194
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance
of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Pax Domini LSB 197
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Distribution Hymns:

“Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed” LSB 560
1  Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed
With healing gifts for souls distressed,
To find in Thee my life, my rest,
Christ crucified, 1 come.

2  Thou knowest all my griefs and fears,
Thy grace abused, my misspent years;
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears,
Christ crucified, | come.

3 Wash me and take away each stain;
Let nothing of my sin remain.
For cleansing, though it be through pain,
Christ crucified, | come.
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And then for work to do for Thee,
Which shall so sweet a service be

That angels well might envy me,
Christ crucified, | come.

Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855-1928
Text: Public domain

“Holy Spmt Ever Dwelling”

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling

In the holiest realms of light;
Holy Spirit, ever brooding

O’er a world of gloom and night;
Holy Spirit, ever raising

Those of earth to thrones on high;
Living, life-imparting Spirit,

You we praise and magnify.

Holy Spirit, ever living
As the Church’s very life;
Holy Spirit, ever striving
Through us in a ceaseless strife;
Holy Spirit, ever forming
In the Church the mind of Christ:
You we praise with endless worship
For Your gifts and fruits unpriced.

Holy Spirit, ever working
Through the Church’s ministry;
Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving,
Setting captive sinners free;
Holy Spirit, ever binding
Age to age and soul to soul
In communion never ending,
You we worship and extol.

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt.
Text: Public domain

“How Firm a Foundation”

1

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
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2  “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid,;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, | will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5  “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Closing Hymn: “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”
1 God has spoken by His prophets,

Spoken His unchanging Word;

Each from age to age proclaiming
God, the one, the righteous Lord.

In the world’s despair and turmoil,
One firm anchor holds us fast:

God is king, His throne eternal;
God the first, and God the last.

2 God has spoken by Christ Jesus,

Christ, the everlasting Son,

Brightness of the Father’s glory,
With the Father ever one;

Spoken by the Word Incarnate,
God of God, before time was;

Light of Light, to earth descending,
He reveals our God to us.

3 God is speaking by His Spirit,

Speaking to our hearts again,

In the ageless Word declaring
His own message, now as then.

Through the rise and fall of nations
One sure faith yet standing fast;

God abides, His Word unchanging;
God the first, and God the last.

Text: George W. Briggs, 1875-1959, alt.
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