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The First Sunday in Lent
February 26, 2023

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken” LSB 521
1 Christ, the Lord of hosts, unshaken 4 Jesus came, this word fulfilling,
By the devil’s seething rage, Trampled Satan, death defied;
Thwarts the plan of Satan’s minions; Bore the brunt of our temptation,
Wins the strife from age to age; On the wretched tree He died.
Conquers sin and death forever; Yet to life was raised victorious;
Slams them in their steely cage. By His life our life supplied.
2  Michael fought the heav’nly battle, 5  Swiftas lightning falls the tyrant
Godly angels by his side; From his heav’nly perch on high,
Warred against the ancient serpent, As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry
Foiled the beast, so full of pride, Floods the earth and fills the sky.
Cast him earthbound with his angels; Wounded by a wound eternal
Now he prowls, unsatisfied. Now his judgment has drawn nigh!
3 Long on earth the battle rages, 6  Jesus, send Your angel legions
Since the serpent’s first deceit; When the foe would us enslave.
Twisted God’s command to Adam, Hold us fast when sin assaults us;
Made forbidden fruit look sweet. Come, then, Lord, Your people save.
Then the curse of God was spoken: Overthrow at last the dragon;
“You’ll lie crushed beneath His Send him to his fiery grave.
feet!” Eit gtPeertzr. ;Ta;rii’gé?zzsed by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110003002
(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them
to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we
may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to
come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1-21
!Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had
made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. °>For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 5So when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. “Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. °But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” °And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because |
was naked, and I hid myself.” *He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”” **The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” **Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

1The LoRD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field,
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
3] will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

16T o the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

7And to Adam he said,



Psalm

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
Bthorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

2The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 2*And
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

2Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

°I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.
"You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
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Psalm 32:1-7



Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 5:12-19
2Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and
so death spread to all men because all sinned— **for sin indeed was in the world before
the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. *Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come.
1But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christ abounded for many. 1*And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brought justification. *'If, because of one man’s trespass,
death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
8Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness
leads to justification and life for all men. °For as by the one man’s disobedience the
many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made
righteous.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1-11
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. *And the tempter came and said
to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
“But he answered, “It is written,

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and



“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

999

"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory. °And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,

““You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.””

UThen the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 656
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 3 Though devils all the world should fill,
A trusty shield and weapon; All eager to devour us,
He helps us free from ev’ry need We tremble not, we fear no ill;
That hath us now o’ertaken. They shall not overpow’r us.
The old evil foe This world’s prince may still
Now means deadly woe; Scowl fierce as he will,
Deep guile and great might He can harm us none.
Are his dread arms in fight; He’s judged; the deed is done;
On earth is not his equal. One little word can fell him.
2 With might of ours can naught be done, 4 The Word they still shall let remain
Soon were our loss effected,; Nor any thanks have for it;
But for us fights the valiant One, He’s by our side upon the plain
Whom God Himself elected. With His good gifts and Spirit.
Ask ye, Who is this? And take they our life,
Jesus Christ it is, Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Of Sabaoth Lord, Though these all be gone,
And there’s none other God; Our vict’ry has been won;
He holds the field forever. The ngdom ours remaineth.

Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: Public domain

Sermon



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven nd sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I~
everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offertory

LSB 159

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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LSB 160

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



Sanctus

LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

(P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163

(P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
8



Agnus Dei

LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns:

“0 Love, How Deep”

1

“Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling”
1 Now, my tongue, the myst’ry telling

O love, how deep, how broad, how
high,

Beyond all thought and fantasy,

That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!

He sent no angel to our race,

Of higher or of lower place,

But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

For us He prayed; for us He taught;

For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.

Of the glorious body sing,
And the blood, all price excelling,

Which the Gentiles’ Lord and King,

Once on earth among us dwelling,
Shed for this world’s ransoming.

2  Giv’n for us, and condescending

To be born for us below,
He with us in converse blending
Dwelt, the seed of truth to sow,

Till He closed with wondrous ending

His most patient life of woe.
9

LSB 544

For us by wickedness betrayed,

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

For us He rose from death again;

For us He went on high to reign;

For us He sent His Spirit here

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad:;
The Trinity whom we adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin
Webb, 1819-85, alt.
Text: Public domain

LSB 630



3 That last night at supper lying
Mid the Twelve, His chosen band,
Jesus, with the Law complying,
Keeps the feast its rites demand;
Then, more precious food supplying,
Gives Himself with His own hand.

4 Word made flesh, the bread He taketh,

By His word His flesh to be;
Wine His sacred blood He maketh,
Though the senses fail to see;
Faith alone the true heart waketh

To behold the mystery.

A 5 Glory let us give and blessing

To the Father and the Son,

Honor, thanks, and praise addressing,
While eternal ages run;

Ever too His love confessing
Who from both with both is One.

Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225-1274; tr. The Hymnal 1940

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

“Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”

Through Jesus’ blood and merit
I am at peace with God.
What, then, can daunt my spirit,
However dark my road?
My courage shall not fail me,
For God is on my side;
Though hell itself assail me,
Its rage | may deride.

There’s nothing that can sever

From this great love of God;
No want, no pain whatever,

No famine, peril, flood.
Though thousand foes surround
me,

For slaughter mark His sheep,
They never shall confound me,

The vict’ry I shall reap.

10

LSB 746

For neither life’s temptation
Nor death’s most trying hour
Nor angels of high station
Nor any other pow’r
Nor things that now are present
Nor things that are to come
Nor height, however pleasant,
Nor darkest depths of gloom

Nor any creature ever
Shall from the love of God
This ransomed sinner sever;
For in my Savior’s blood
This love has its foundation;
God hears my faithful prayer
And long before creation

Named me His child and heir.

Text: Simon Dach, 1605-59; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal,
1941, alt. Text: Public domain



Nunc Dimittis LSB 165
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of
ev’ry people:
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” LSB 562
1  All mankind fell in Adam’s fall;
One common sin infects us all.
From one to all the curse descends,
And over all God’s wrath impends.

2 Through all our pow’rs corruption creeps
And us in dreadful bondage keeps;
In guilt we draw our infant breath
And reap its fruits of woe and death.

3 From hearts depraved, to evil prone,
Flow thoughts and deeds of sin alone;
God’s image lost, the darkened soul
Seeks not nor finds its heav’nly goal.

4 But Christ, the second Adam, came
To bear our sin and woe and shame,
To be our life, our light, our way,
Our only hope, our only stay.



5  As by one man all mankind fell
And, born in sin, was doomed to hell,
So by one Man, who took our place,
We all were justified by grace.

6  We thank You, Christ; new life is ours,
New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs.
This grace our ev’ry way attend

Until we reach our journey’s end.

Text: Lazarus Spengler, 1479-1534; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Text: Public domain
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